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How to Request Special Temporary Authority in the Wireless Services

The Federal Communications Commission grants Special Temporary Authority (STA) to permit immediate or temporary
operation of certain radio facilities during emergencies or other urgent conditions.

The Wireless Telecommunications Bureau responds favorably, whenever possible, to STA requests, based on an evaluation of
the information provided in the request.  Therefore, requests should contain at least the following items of information:

(1) Name and address of applicant
(2) Description of emergency need
(3) Type of operation to be conducted (field tests, dispatching, etc.)
(4) Explanation of how facilities will be used
(5) Times and dates of operation
(6) Class of station and radio service
(7) Location of transmitter and/or mobile area, including geographical coordinates, if known
(8) Number of fixed transmitters and mobile units
(9) Operating frequency(ies)
(10) Output power and ERP of transmitters
(11) Proposed type of emission (should include bandwidth)
(12) Description of antenna, including height above ground, ground elevation and power gain, and antenna registration

number if applicable.
(13) Statement explaining the business or activity of applicant
(14) All STA applicants, except governmental entities and non-profit applicants in the Special Emergency and
        Public Safety Radio Services, are required to include a certification as follows:

If an individual applicant, the applicant must certify that he or she is not subject to a denial of federal benefits
pursuant to Section 5301 of the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988, U.S.C. 862.  In the case of a non-individual
applicant (e.g. corporation, partnership or other unincorporated association), the applicant must certify that
no party to the application is subject to a denial of federal benefits pursuant to that section.  (For the definition
of “party” for these purposes, see 47 CFR 1.2002(b).)

        In the case of emergency STAs, a certification can be provided orally and the STA authorized with the
        understanding that a written certification must be received within 10 working days.

All requests must bear the original signature of either the individual licensee, partner, officer or duly authorized
employee of the applicant.  In an extreme emergency, the FCC will accept a request made by telephone or FAX, but
it must be followed by a signed letter within 10 working days, or the STA will be automatically rescinded.
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If the request is for additional or modified operating authority under an existing license, a copy of the authorization may be
submitted along with a copy of the completed FCC form highlighting the changes and providing the justification for the
STA.

All STA requests must be complete within themselves and cannot rely on pending applications.  Lack of information or
adequate justification may result in action on the request being delayed or denied.

The FCC will not grant STAs for operations in areas that require Canadian coordination, unless the need is extremely
urgent and for a short duration.  (The FCC coordinates with Canada most frequencies allocated to Land Mobile Services for
use above Line A and East of Line C, as defined in Section 1.955 of FCC Rules.)

STAs will not be granted for antennas or structures that require FAA clearance unless a copy of FAA final approval is
submitted along with the request.

Applicants for Special Temporary Authority in the Private Operational Fixed Microwave Service may be subject to
additional or slightly modified requirements.  Applicants should review Part 101 prior to filing.

Requests must be submitted in writing, preferably on company or business letterhead, at least 10 days before the proposed
operating date.  Applicants must submit a completed FCC Form 159 (Fee Remittance Advice) (July 1997 edition)
along with their request.  Select the appropriate Payment Type Code and Fee Amount from the listing below.

PAYMENT
DO NOT SEND CASH.  Payment of fees may be made by check, bank draft, money order or credit card.  If paying by
check, bank draft or money order, your remittance must be denominated in U.S. dollars, drawn on a U.S. financial
institution and made payable to FCC. 

RADIO SERVICE PAYMENT TYPE CODE FEE AMOUNT
Land Mobile/GMRS PALM $45 per request
Interactive Video Data Service PAIM $45 per request
Marine Coast PCMM $130 per request
Aviation Ground PCVM $130 per request
Fixed Microwave (Part 101) PAOM $45 per request
Broadcast Auxiliary (Subparts D,E,F and H) MGA $130 per request
Point-to-Point Microwave CEPM $90 per request
Local Television Transmission CEPM $90 per request
Digital Electronic Message CELM $90 per request
Paging CLD $260 per request
Cellular CLC $260 per request
Rural Radiotelephone CLRM $260 per request
Offshore Radiotelephone CLF $260 per request
PCS and WCS (no fee)

FEE EXEMPTIONS:  No fee is required for governmental entities or non-profit applicants in the Special Emergency and
Public Safety Radio Services.  Submit your fee exempt request to:  Federal Communications Commission, 1270 Fairfield
Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245.

FILING LOCATION
Submit your request, a completed FCC Form 159 (Fee Remittance Advice) and the appropriate fee to:

Federal Communications Commission
Wireless Bureau Applications
P. O. Box 358130
Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5130
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In emergency situations only, STA requests may be submitted by:

Telephone: Commercial Wireless (Part 90)   (717) 338-2604
Commercial Wireless (Parts 22, 24, 26, 27)  (202) 418-1385
Private Wireless (717) 338-2646

FAX: Commercial Wireless (Part 90) (717) 338-2689
Commercial Wireless (Parts 22, 24, 26, 27)  (202) 418-1412
Private Wireless (717) 338-2696

Mail to:  Federal Communications Commission, 1270 Fairfield Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245

No remittance or FCC Form 159 (Fee Remittance Advice) should be sent to the FCC with emergency requests for Special
Temporary Authority.  Applicants will be billed for the amount due and should remit payment to the address shown on the
bill within 30 days of the date of the invoice.  Timely payment will avoid the assessment of interest and penalties.

-FCC-


